CHAP. IX.]                  MYSTICISM.                       153
And though the development or exercise of such powers is ordina-
rily discouraged as having a ruinous tendency and often leading to
insanity, it is possible that a steady and progressive development
could be attempted by proper culture and rigorous moral discipline
and under proper guidance; and the exercise of the powers thus
acquired could be regulated and brought under the control of reason.
In the language of Mr. Hudson, the two aspects of the human
mind (the subjective and the objective) might thus be made
synchronous.
Such. methodical cultivation of the higher consciousness had been,
m days of yore, resorted to among Hindus, Buddhists, Mahomedans,
and even Christians and bore excellent fruit.1 The saints and sages
of every nation—ancient and modern—furnish notable instances of
" synchronism of development/" though curiously, indeed, accord-
ing to Mr. Hudson, history furnishes but one instance of such perfect
synchronism, viz., Jesus Christ!
The ancient Aryans were not ignorant of the immense potentiali-
ties of the human mind for infinite progress, and of the extraordinary
powers actually manifested by it. In India, especially, the subject
was closely and systematically studied.
But, says Mr. Hudson, apparently in all eamestness, that Hindu
philosophers were cc not content to await their allotted time but rush.
unbidden to the gates of heaven, determined to penetrate the secrets
which Jesus withheld from all mankind and which must, for ever,
remain a secret to incarnate man3?!!
Comment on such a wild anachronism in utter disregard of history
is unnecessary.
Whatever Mr. Hudson might say, the most ancient Upanishads
and the subsequently systematised sutras of Patanjali are a living
monument of the work done by the Indian sages, which is not without
its admirers even in Europe and America. The Indian sages of old,
who lived centuries before Jesus, had developed, by a close study
of the psychic constitution of man, powers which enabled them to see
what, in our present state of ignorance, has been shut out from our
view. The Veddntins claim that it is by means of the powers brought
1 See Prof. James' " Varieties of Eeligious Experience."

